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H91-1118.  Wichers, Willard C. (1909-1991).   
 Records, 1930, 1949-1987.  13.50 linear ft.  PARTIALLY RESTRICTED 
 
Abstract 
 
 Willard C. Wichers graduated from Hope College in 1932.  He was very involved in the 
Hope College Board of Trustees, where he held the position of secretary, 1968-1982.  Wichers 
was a major factor in the Dutch Language Program at University of Michigan, and brought many 
professors over from the Netherlands.  He was made a Knight in the Order of the Orange-Nassau 
of Netherlands in 1947 and an officer in the same order in 1954.  He served on the Holland 
Historical Cultural Commission, the Holland Area Historical Advisory Commission, the 
Michigan Historic Preservation Review Board, the Historical Society of Michigan, the 
Netherlands Pioneer and Historical Foundation, and a commissioner of the Dutch-American 
Historical Commission.  He was also responsible for founding the Netherlands Museum, which 
is now the Holland Museum, in 1937.  The Willard C. Wichers collection includes several boxes 
of Board of Trustees information, such as meeting minutes, correspondence, and committee 
records.  There are many photographs, the majority of which are from the 1930 Milestone.  
Records of Hope’s property transactions, Dutch Language Program professorships, and Wichers’ 
correspondence are all included in the collection. 
 
Accession No:  H91-1118 
Provenance:  Willard C. Wichers 
Donor:   Willard C. Wichers 
Photographs:  1,249 images, 68 negatives, 36 slides (Boxes 3, 4, 7 and 8) 
Processed by:  Ramona Angelescu, June 1999 
   Michelle Smith, March 2001 
 
Biography 
 
 Willard Chester Wichers was born in Zeeland on March 20, 1909.  He attended the public 
schools there and then went on to Hope College, where he graduated from in 1932, and the 
University of Michigan.  He was married to Nell Elizabeth Van Haitsma in 1937, and they had 
two daughters, Elizabeth and Janet.   
 Wichers was chemistry major at Hope College and began his career by working as a 
night chemist at the beet sugar factory in Holland.  On the side, he set up a small public relations 
business and within a few months, he had attracted the attention of the state directors of the 
Federal Writers’ Project.  Wichers was made the West Michigan supervisor of the Historical 
Records Survey Project.  He felt very strongly about the importance of history and was affiliated 
with many organizations dealing with historical preservation throughout his life.  He was a 
member of the Holland Historical Cultural Commission, the Holland Area Historical Advisory 
Commission, the Michigan Historic Preservation Review Board, the Historical Society of 
Michigan, the Netherlands Pioneer and Historical Foundation, and a commissioner of the Dutch-
American Historical Commission.  He was also responsible for founding the Netherlands 
Museum, which is now the Holland Museum, in 1937.   
 Wichers became involved with the Netherlands government in 1941, when Princess 
Juliana visited Hope College.  He was persuaded to organize and publicize the event.  The  
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Netherlands saw the need to establish an information center in the United States to promote trade 
and travel between the two countries, and Wichers spent a great deal of time in Washington, 
D.C. and New York helping to set up the service.  By 1942, this resulted in the establishment of 
a midwestern office of the Netherlands Information Service in Holland.  He held that position 
until his retirement in 1974, when the midwestern office was closed.  After the closure, he 
continued on as Consul for Press and Cultural Affairs.  During his time as the NIS director, he 
was responsible for 20 states, from New York to Colorado and from Canada to the Gulf of 
Mexico.  Much of his time was spent developing markets for Dutch goods in the United States 
and for American enterprises and products in the Netherlands. 
 Wichers was continuously involved in activities outside of the Netherlands Information 
Service.  For instance, he was a major force in getting the De Zwaan windmill for Holland’s 
Windmill Island.  He also used his considerable influence in a successful attempt to keep the red 
lighthouse in Holland Harbor.  Wichers was actively involved with  
managing Tulip Time for many years and served on Holland’s Centennial Commission in  
1947.  He also gave his time to the Reformed Church of America, the Governor’s Commission 
for Refugees and Displaced Persons, Grand Valley State Colleges Advisory Council, board of 
directors of the West Shore Symphony, and the Holland Council for the Arts, as well as many 
other worthy organizations.  Wichers served as secretary of the Hope College Board of Trustees 
from October 1968 to July 1982. 
 Wichers received many honors at local, national, and international levels.  He was made a 
knight and officer of the Order of Oranje-Nassau in recognition of his services to the 
Netherlands.  Rotary International bestowed its Service Above Self Award upon him.  Countless 
other honors have been awarded to him by other organizations. 
 Willard C. Wichers died May 19, 1991, leaving behind a lifetime of accomplishments.  
He had been labelled “Mr. Holland” as a result of his outstanding dedication, not only to the 
Holland community, but also to the Netherlands.  
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The Willard Wichers collection includes several boxes of Board of Trustees information, 
such as meeting minutes, correspondence, and committee records.  There are many photographs, 
the majority of which are from the 1930 Milestone.  Records of Hope’s property transactions, 
Dutch Language Program professorships, and Wichers’ correspondence are all included in the 
collection. 
 
Container List 
 
Box 1 
 
 Executive Committee, August 1972-December 1981 (45 folders) 
 
Box 2 
 
 Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes and Agendas, 1970-1975 (36 folders) 
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Box 3 
 
 Address to Hope Community re. Dr. Irwin Lubbers, 1985 
 Academic Science Building 
  1958-1972 
  1970-1973 
  Photographs, n.d. (2 images) 
  Contract with Architect, 1970-1974 
  Dedication, 1973 
  Litigation, 1971 
  Parking, 1973 
 Alumni Fund, 1962-1967 
 Alumni and Public Relations, 1946-1949 
 Alumni Association Planning Committee, 1951 
 Alumni Washington Club, 1963-1965 
 American City Bureau/Beaver Assoc., Report of Study and Proposal of Service, 1965 
 Anchor Men, 1966-1967 
 Art Department, 1963-1985 
 Art Department Survey and Critique, 1966 
 Art Exchange: Hope College–Netherlands, 1969-1971 (includes 36 slides) 
 Art Kassel Appearance, 1932 
 Atlantic Exchange Program, 1983-1985 
 Biographical, n.d. 
 Board of Trustees 
  Academic Affairs and Student Life Committees, 1970-1975 
  Architect Selection Committee, 1980 
  Assoc. of Governing Boards Report, 1978 
  Building Committee, 1954-1962 
  Building and Planning Committee, 1964-1970 
  Building and Planning Committee: Voorhees Hall, DeWitt Cultural Center, Off  
  Campus Housing, 1967-1969 
  Business and Finance Committee, 1967-1975 
  Church Relations Committee, 1973 
  Committee Assignments and Reports, 1972-1981 
  Committee on the Education of Minority Group Students, 1968-1970 
  Committee on the Education of Minority Group Students, 1969-1970 
 (RESTRICTED) 
  Correspondence 
   1959 
   1966-1971 
   1972-1976 
   1977-1981 
  Director of Development, 1964-1964 
  Director of Development Committee, Correspondence, 1963-1963 
  Director of Development, Harry Nagel, 1964 
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  Director of Development Selection, 1963-1963 (2 folders) 
  Development and Fund Raising Committee, 1970-1975 
  Governance Committee, 1970-1971 
   
 Box 4 
  
 Board of Trustees (cont.) 
  Honorary Degrees, 1973-1985 (2 folders) 
  Honorary Degrees, Wendell Miles, 1979-1980 
  Long Range Planning Committee, 1960-1965 
  Long Range Planning Committee, Maps and Exhibits, 1960-1961 
  Membership Lists and Photographs, 1972-1981 (2 images) 
  Memorials Committee, 1972-1976 (2 folders) 
  Nominations 
   1968-1970 
   1970-1914 
   1975-1978 
   1979-1983 
  Pension Committee, 1968-1975 
  Photograph of Trustees, 1964 
  Planning and Development Committee, 1969-1970 
  Presidential Search Committee, 1970-1972 
  Reformed Church in America, 1976-1982 
  Resignation of President Vander Werf, 1970 
  Spiritual Life Committee, 1970 
  Trusts and Legacies Committee, 1972 
 Build Hope 
  Campaign, 1971-1974 
  Luncheons and Dinners, 1972-1973 
  Victory Celebration Committee, 1976 
 Calvin College Chamber Music Room Dedication Address, Leo Cayvan, 1966 
 Campus Photograph, ca. 1967 (1 image) 
 Certificate of Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation & Filing Notice, 1972-1973 
 Chapel Choir 
  Clippings, 1967-1970 
  Tours, 1966-1982 
  Tours Photographs, 1967-1981 (2 images) 
 Chapel Organ (Pels) 
  1970 
  Photographs, 1965-1970 (5 images) 
 Church and Community Relations, 1962-1968 
 Coach J. Schouten Honorary Degree Clippings, 1949 
 Coastal Arms Photographs, 1964 (15 images) 
 College Clippings, 1969-1970 
  Conference on Interdisciplinary Curricula in the Natural Sciences in the Liberal Arts 
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College, 1967 
 Contracts and Agreement of Employment Forms, 1965, n.d. 
  
Box 5 
 
 Correspondence 
  Admissions Office, 1958-1963 
  Anderson, William, 1974-1980 
  Assorted Correspondents, 1957-1973 
  Beattie, Orville C., 1977-1987 
  Bedell, Alan, 1975-1977 
  Boonstra, Henry, 1980-1983 
  Boyer, Rodney, re. Prof. Beurskens’ visit,  1976-1977 
  Brunsting, Bernard, 1976-1980 
  Business Manager, 1965-1972 
  City Manager, 1969-1973  
  City Manager, re. Student Housing & Zoning provisions, 1972-1973 
  Clark, David, 1968 
  De Boer, James, Legal Counsel, 1973 
  De Pree, Hugh, 1966-1981 
  De Young, Robert, 1971-1982 
  Dinkeloo, John, 1980-1981 
  Eimicke, Victor, 1976-1983 
  Fried, Paul, 1956-1972 
  Greller, John, 1983 
  Haack, Robert, 1975-1980 
  Heyns, Roger, 1959-1964 
  Hillegonds, Bill, 1970-1975 
  Hollenbach, John, 1960-1986 
  Honoring Hope’s Women, 1984-1985 
  Huttar, Charles, 1972-1972 
  Jellema, Dirk, 1978 
  Lagerwey, Walter, 1980 
  Lubbers, Irwin, 1972-1985 
  May, John, 1964-1965 
  Nordstrom, John, 1979-1982 
  Odegaard, Charles, 1955-1962 
  Office of the President, 1956-1966 
  Parking and Property, 1967-1973 
  Peale, Mrs. Norman Vincent (Ruth), 1971-1978 
  Pierpont, Robert, 1972 
  Porter, Mary, 1981-1982 
  Renner, Tom, 1969-1979 
  Richardson, Barrie, 1973-1980 
  Rider, Morrette, 1960-1975 
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  Ridl, Jack and Julie, 1986-1987 
  Schellenger, Harold, 1969-1973 
  Schrier, John, 1976-1979 
  Schipper, Vera, 1975-1976 
  Steffens, Henry, 1967-1972 
  Stryker, Marian, 1967-1972 
  Teeuw, Dr., 1962-1964 
  Vanderbush, Alvin, 1971-1972 
  Vander Lugt, William, 1958-1972 
  Vander Werf, Calvin, 1964-1967 
  Vander Werf, Calvin, 1968-1970, 1981 
  Van Eyl, Phil, 1974-1976 
  Van Hoeven, James, 1980-1982 
  Ver Beek, Carl, 1975-1981 
  Williams, Dr. Robert, 1964-1968 
  Williams, Dr. Robert, 1969-1973 
  Wilson, John, 1979-1982 
 DeWitt Cultural Center 
  Correspondence, 1966-1971 
  Finances, 1966-1971 
  Planning, 1966-1971 
 Directory, City of Holland, 1969-1970 
 Donations, Zeeland Classis Churches, 1964-1965 
 Donor Solicitations, 1963-1965 
 Dow Center Survey, 1950 
 Dow Physical Education Center 
  1969-1978 
  Dedication, 1978 
 Dutch Employment Forms, 1962-1973 
 Dutch Immigrant Society Grant, 1969 
  
Box 6 
 
 Dutch Language Program 
  Macalester College, 1972-1975 
  University of Michigan 
   1974-1975 
   1976-1977 
   Meulenbeld, 1975-1977 
   Rietema, 1964-1970 
   Smith, Allen, 1974 
   Snoek, 1977-1981 
   Visiting Professorship 
    1954-1965 
    1974-1978 
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  University of Minnesota, 1973-1979 
  University of Minnesota, Schalekamp, 1975 
 Dutch University of Michigan Professor 
  Rutten, 1966-1970 
  Schermers, 1968-72 
  Schoffer, 1964-1971 
  Steketee, 1969-1971 
  Veeger, 1971-1974 
  Veering, 1971-1977 
 Dykstra Hall Building, 1966-67 
 Enrollment Trends and Projections for Hope College, 1973 
 EPE 15 min. Report, 1967-1968 
 Expansion Program Campaign, 1951 
 Expansion Program Campaign Clippings, 1951 
 Fiftieth Class Reunion, Class of 1931, 1980-1981 
 Fine Arts Festival, Centennial Year, 1965-1966 
 Ford, O’Hara, & Associates Report, 1964 
 Fraternal Alumni Association and Scholarship Fund, 1965-1984 
 Gifts and Community Campaigns, 1961-1971 
 “H” Club, 1968-1985 
 Henry A. and Carolyn Christian Scholarship Fund, 1969-1977 
 Hope College 
  Anchor, 1969 
  Athletic Field Plans and Correspondence, 1960-1961 
  Centennial Homecoming Celebration, 1966 
  Baccalaureate Degree, 1932 (See Oversized) 
  Museum, 1974-1975 
  Profile, 1961 
 Insurance Claims and Correspondence, 1964-1974 
  
Box 7 
 
 Insurance, Group Hospitalization, Inc. 
  Correspondence, 1961-1973 
  Information, 1963-1970 
 Kollen Hall Flag Dedication and Photograph, 1964 (1 image) 
 Leaders Retreat, 1970 
 Lubbers Hall for Humanities and Social Sciences, 1974 
 Master Plan 
  1965-1966 
  Photographs, ca. 1966 (2 images) 
 Middle East Symposium, 1969 
 Milestone Receipt Book Sample, 1930 
 Motet Choir 
  1966-1968 
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  Photographs, 1967-1968 (2 images) 
 Mouselite, Peter,1969 
 Music Department, 1964-1973 
 National Conferences on Trusteeship of the AGB, 1974-1975 
 New Properties and Buildings, 1969-1971 
 Parking 
  Central Ave. Christian Reformed Church, 1966-1972 
  Hope College, 1963-1971 
 Parking and Zoning, 1966-1972 
 Peter C. and Emajean Cook Professorship, 1975-1976 
 Prince Bernhard Scholarship Fund, 1964-1965 
 Profile Report, 1965 
 Property 
  1963-1974 
  Alderhout Estate, 1970-1971 
  Capital Enterprises 10th St., 1967-1972 
  Fikse, Hyma-Kleis, Lemman, 1968-72 
  Fraternal Society House, 1930-77 
  Gold, 1969-83 
  Hamelink, 1969-70 
  Hassink Documents and Photographs, 1968-72 (7 images) 
  Heckman in Spring Lake, 1973 
  Neason, Niles, Ninth St. CRC Manse, 1966-69 
  Overwey, Pollock, Selles, 1968-73 (8 images) 
 Public Relations, Unit and Wood TV Program, 1965  
 Second Century Club, 1967-69 
 Retirement Party Photos and negatives, n.d. (68 images, 68 negatives) 
 Rietburg, Roger, 1969-79 
 Riggs, Dr. Arad, 1953 
 Rottschafer Foundation, Memorial to Paul Bast, 1971-1974 
 Ryker, Harrison, 1971-72 
 Schneider, Ernest, 1965-69 
 Section 209, Revenue Act of 1964, 1965-66 
 Seven State Sculpture Competition, 1981-83 
 Summer Institute for High School Chemistry Teachers Booklet, 1964 
 Summer Repertory Theatre Clippings, 1977 
 Tanis, Elliot, 1974-81 
 Temple Building Company Stock, 1966-68 
 Theatre Department 1965-85 
 Twelfth Street Closing Clippings, 1979 
 Twelfth Street Development, 1966-72 
 Utrecht Study Abroad, 1972-73 
 Vander Werf’s Portrait by John Coppin, 1970-73 (1 image) 
 Van Raalte Annexation, 1963-64 
 Van Raalte Hall, Order of Abatement, 1966-70 
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 Van Raalte Memorial Committee, 1980-81 
 Van Vleck Hall Restoration and Photographs, 1979-81 (2 images) 
 Van Wylen’s Portrait, 1977-78 (1 image) 
 Venture Fund Grant Program, 1973 
 Ver Meulen Family Recognition, 1983 
 Village Square, 1968-72 
 Study Abroad and Rural Experience Programs, 1973 
 Visiting Professors and Faculty Exchanges, 1962-69 
 Women’s League for Hope College, 1975-82 
 
Box 8 
 
 1930 Milestone 
 1930 Milestone Pictures, 14 folders (1,131 images) 
 
Box 9 
 
 1930 Milestone Printing Blocks 
 
Oversized   
 
 Hope College Baccalaureate Degree, 1932 (Hope College Oversized Drawer) 
